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Welcome to the 2023 Bridging-the-Future Program! 

HEALinc 360’s Bridge The Future program is designed to provide the necessary network, resources, exposure and training for young people to be competitive in emerging STEM spaces. 

We aim to create an inclusive space that lives in both our physical and virtual environments - dedicated to bridging the gap between education and industry in STEM fields. 

Our Approach 

The BTF program is uniquely structured to provide a platform for the next generation of innovative problem-solvers. Our coordinators select 20 deserving students in the Bahamas and Caribbean (ages 10-17) to participate in our science and technology-focused program in order to better prepare them for university-level research and eventual careers in the STEM industries.  

With collaboration from Gwendolyn Johnson, the Officer at the Ministry of Education, students from CV Bethel High School and CI Gibson High School are recruited to submit a short registration form and participate in a 10-minute interview with our program director, Crachad Laing. If selected, students are required to participate in a weekly Tuesday Zoom meeting consisting of lecture-style sessions, tutorials, and independent research (with technical assistance/supervision). We also allocate time for group conversation, exposure opportunities from STEM professionals, and “Think Tanks,” our weekly research-based collaborative discussions on relevant science, technology and global issues. 

Our Bridging-the-Future Program culminates on April 1st, 2023. On April 17th, 2023, all students are required to attend the 2023 HEALinc Future Health Innovation Summit at the Atlantis Resort Hotel on Paradise Island, The Bahamas. 

How Do I Register?

To register for the 2023 HEALinc Bridging-the-Future Program, please fill out our registration form. If selected, you will be contacted for a 10-minute interview with our program director, Crachad Laing. 
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About the 2023 HEALinc Summit 
The HEALinc Bridging-the-Future (HEALinc BTF) program focuses on Networking, Exposure, Training and Opportunity for the top 100 STEM students in the Bahamas and the Caribbean (ages 10 – 17). The HEALinc BTF program is sponsored by Doctors Hospital Healthcare System (DHHS) in Nassau, The Bahamas. 
The HEALinc BTF program runs as a parallel program throughout the main 2023 HEALinc conference. The program has been part of the conference since the inaugural HEALinc Summit in 2018, and it has remained one of the most unique components of the Summit. For certain key sessions (such as the Day 1 public lecture), future STEM rockstars are immersed in the main adult Summit to interact with conference delegates (scientists, healthcare providers, investors, and public policy experts) and posit questions to Summit Speakers during the Q&A and panel sessions. 
Building on the strengths of the past, this year’s HEALinc BTF program will also include a strong virtual component that connects local STEM students to international opportunities in the USA and notable tech hubs in Africa.

The 2023 HEALinc BTF Program will include:
· Design Thinking Methodology
· Programmable Devices and Systems (Electronics & Robotics)
· 3D Modelling, Design and Animation
· Rapid Prototyping (Additive and Subtractive Manufacturing)
· Lean Manufacturing
· Software Development

This year, thanks to additional sponsorship from Albany and the Windsor School (in addition to Doctors Hospital), HEALinc will launch the HEALinc Bridging-the-Future Scholarship Program at the 2023 Summit. The scholarship winner will be able to further develop their STEM skills and talents at either a summer camp in Silicon Valley or one of the leading tech hubs in Africa. Second and third prize winners will attend the newly established Windsor School STEM academy in the summer of 2023. 

To learn more about the 2023 HEALinc Future Health Innovation Summit, visit https://www.healincsummit.com. 
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This year’s program begins on January 17th, 2023 and ends on April 1st, 2023. Our sessions will be hosted virtually, every Tuesday evening on Zoom from 6pm – 8pm EST. 

Students must maintain the standards of a BTF Scholar and complete all required coursework during the duration of the program. Our program is designed to provide participants with the necessary exposure, resources, training and network to take advantage of the many opportunities available to them.

During these sessions, students will:

· Take on relevant projects, allowing them to be exposed to and develop skills they can utilize in STEM industries  
· Participate in group discussions and conduct research on global innovation 
· Build a portfolio (which will be compiled into a digital format for future student records)

To view our 2023 Program Agenda in-full, please log in to our BTF Dashboard. 
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1. Resources

The HEALinc Bridging-the-Future Program provides the equipment and tools necessary for developing software, producing hardware prototypes and access to industry leading software. Our goal is to culminate these resources in both our physical and virtual environments. 

2. Network

Our goal is to bridge the gap between education and industry. Opportunities to connect with and hear from industry leaders and professionals gives our young people an additional layer of exposure and insight - allowing them to identify more outlets and applications for their creativity and ingenuity. 

3. Exposure 

Bringing the learning and collaboration across borders is an important element of true innovation and learning. As we aim to create globally minded thinkers, it’s important that we provide opportunities to see first hand how their skills and knowledge is being used all around the world. 

HEALinc 360 plans to connect our students to the world through travel opportunities to various facilities and institutions.

4. Training

HEALinc 360 is dedicated to generating the next generation of thinkers and problem solvers. The development of modern technology skills is a cornerstone of this program. We’ve curated a curriculum, designed to have ou students develop skills and receive certifications in various technology related spaces (see curricular foundations below). 

5. Opportunity 

Having tangible goals is a big part of motivating young people. HEALinc 360 plans to inspire these students to dream bigger by providing scholarships, internships and additional training experiences to students that show strong passion, dedication and proficiency in problem solving. 
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The curricular components of our program will prepare students for a 21st century STEM environment. With sophisticated technologies so readily available, college admission officers and future employers expect potential candidates to have exposure to and experience with industry standard practices and equipment. The BTF curriculum serves as a guide for learners to approach 21st century problems through courses and discussions in:


· Design Thinking Methodology - Design thinking brings to light ways to see and resolve problems by approaching any issue as it exists as part of a larger process. Though more generally referred to as “Design Thinking,” process-oriented thinking focuses on understanding the user engagements in and around any issue to appropriately identify the problem and thus better develop a solution.


· Programmable Devices and Systems (Electronics & Robotics) - Learners will be introduced to and gain experience with programmable devices, such as microcontrollers and develop systems to satisfy certain situations. Learners will incorporate electronics to utilize motors, sensors and other electronic components to enhance their systems.


· 3D Modelling, Design and Animation - Learners will be introduced to industry leading 3D modelling software such as Autodesk’s Fusion 360, through a series of practical modeling projects.


· Rapid Prototyping (Additive and Subtractive Manufacturing) - This element will introduce concepts and methods for rapid prototyping, including their technical basis, and unified principles common to almost all rapid prototyping technologies. Learners will gain hands on experience and knowledge with rapid prototyping equipment such as:  3D printers, CNC Mills, Laser cutters, etc.

· Lean Manufacturing - Lean is a general process management philosophy that revolves around minimizing waste during manufacturing processes -waste being time or materials. Learners will engage in experiential exercises to broaden their understanding of lean practices.


How to Register (PAGE)

To register for the 2023 HEALinc Bridging-the-Future Program, fill out our registration form here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDaMTTdMLz1QzryR86CIDSeM5qcQpD-sOWd3j_o7lkd8Edug/viewform 
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